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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This Usting of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 
1-6. (canceled) 

7. (currently amended): A method for connecting a plurality of remote applications with 
a data source, the method comprising: 

providing at le ast one interface module configured to interface with a at least one of the 
remote applications: 

providing at least one port module configured to interface between the interface module 
and the data source; 

providing a connection manager to facilitate an the interface between the interface 
modxJe and the port module: and 

establishing a d irect connection betwem the interface module and the port module for 
communicating indep endently from the connection manager m subsequent communications! 

further comprising returni ng a port module identifier for the port module to the mterface 
n^odule before dbectlv connecting the interface module and the -port module, if the port module 
is available: T ho mothnd of olaim 4 ^ 

wherein a plurality of port modules are provided, and returning a port module identifier 
for an available port further comprises: 
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determimng which of the plurality of port modules aie associated with the data source 
and storing a data source identifier in .a first data structure; 

identifying each of the plurality of port modules by a port module identifier and storing 
the iK)rt module identifier in a second data structure; and 

ietermining the availability for each of the plurality of port modules and storing an 
availability status of each of the plurality of port modules in a third data structure. 

8. (previously presented): The method of claim 7, wherein each of the first, second and 
third data structures are anays. 

9. (original); The method of claim 7, further comprising, storing the port module 
id^tifier for each available port module in a queue, 

10- (canceled) 

1 1 . (original): The method of clahn 9, wherein the queue is a first-in-first-out array. . 

12. (original): The method of claim 9> v^erein the port module identifier for a port 
module that is no longer available is removed firom the queue. 

13. (previously presented): The method of claim 9, further comprising returning the first 
port module identifier placed in the queue to the connection manager. 
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14-23. (canceled) 

24. {currently amended): A cofliputer readable medium having stored thereon computer 
executable instructions for perfonriing a method for connecting a plurality of remote applications 
with a data source, the method comprising: 

providing at least one interface module configured to interface with a at least one of . the 
remote applications: 

providing at least one port module configured to interface between the interface module 
and the data source: 

providing a connection manager to facilitate an the interface between the interface 
module and the port module; and 

establishing a direct connection between the interfape module and tt^e port module for 
communicating independently from the connection manager in subsequent communications: 

wherein the method further comprises returning a port module identifier for the port . 
module to the interface module before directly connecting the interface module and the port 
module, if the port module is available; 

Th e computer r e adabl e m e dium of oloim 23 , wherein a plurality of port modules are 
provided, and returning a port module identifier for an available port further comprises: 

determining which of the plurality of port modules are associated with the data source 
and storing a data soxirce identifier in a first data structure; 
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identifying each of the plurality of port modules by a port module identifier and storing 
the port module identifier in a isecond data structure; mi 

determining the availability of each of the plurality of port modules and storing an 
avdlability status for each of the plurality of port modules in a third data structure. 

25, (previously presented); The computer readable medium of claim 24^ wherein each .of 
the first, second and third data structures are arrays. 

26, (original): TTie computer readable medium of claim 24, wherein the method further 
coniprises, storing the port module identifier for each available port module in a queue, 

27, (origihal): The computer readable medium of claim 26, wherein the queue is a first- 
in-first-out array. 

28, (original): The computer readable medium of claim 26, wherein the port module . 
identifier for a, port module that is no longer available is removed from the queue, 

29, (previously presented): The computer readable medium of claim 26, fiirther 
comprising returning the first port module identifier placed in the queue to the connection 
manager. 
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30-76, (creeled) 
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